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Tell the Truth…All minute’s referred below can be viewed on the Towns website or by obtaining the video of the meetings from the Town Library. Check the facts; don’t listen to anyone’s rhetoric!
First, your Town Councilmen, Mark D’Agostino, Tom Dewhirst and Chris Flynn want to thank you for your support and input.  We will be accountable, use common sense and continue to be fiscally conservative with your money to keep your taxes low and oppose spending we feel will not benefit the town. You can “contact the councilmen” anytime by going to the www.stanfordgop.com website for our contact information. You can also catch up on Town issues www.stanfordgop.com and link directly to the Towns website at www.townofstanford.org.

Let’s Make a (Responsible) Deal!
“The 2011 budget was at a 7.69% tax increase”….. “Under Adult Recreation, several trips to luncheon theaters could be deleted”…. “Under Recreation raise the costs to the parents for bus trips for fun land and water parks”……Town Supervisor Virginia Stern (memo to the Town Board October 22, 2010).

At the final budget meeting of the Town Board (Special Meeting minutes November 3), an almost 6% tax increase and cuts to the Forever Young Club programs were proposed by Supervisor Virginia Stern and Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer.
Councilman Chris Flynn, in his first meeting after being elected back onto the town board spearheaded the effort for a 0% property tax increase for 2011 with Councilman Tom Dewhirst requesting several events and programs for the Forever Young Club be added back into the budget.
Even though Councilmen Flynn and Dewhirst proposal for a 0% tax increase and reinstating the programs and events for the Forever Young Club were rejected by Supervisor Virginia Stern and Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer, your Councilmen voted for a budget with a 0% tax increase at the final budget meeting on November 3, (Councilmen Chris Flynn, Mark D’Agostino and Tom Dewhirst in favor). As a result, the taxpayers of Stanford will not see a town property tax increase for 2011. 
Fast forward to the publicized formal budget vote November 10. Maybe Virginia Stern and Johanna Shaffer realized that a 0% tax increase, which was proposed and approved November 3 by Councilmen Flynn, D'Agostino and Dewhirst, was going to pass and was a forgone conclusion. Maybe Ms. Stern and Shaffer decided they needed to jump on the bandwagon as voting against a 0% tax increase in public would not be in their best interests. You probably didn't attend or know about any of the budget meetings because the date and time of the meetings were never posted.
Is this the open and transparent government promised by Virginia Stern?
A request was made at the September 9 board meeting to "post at town hall and on the town website a list of all budget meetings so the public could attend and see their budget being formulated” unfortunately, it was never done. 
Please see page 2 for more!!

Accountability or Bad manners??
At the November 10 Town Board meeting, a resolution to provide the community with the town boards agenda and items that will be discussed and voted on was submitted by Councilman Mark D’Agostino.  Providing this vitally important information to the community in advance would allow anyone wanting to attend, time to make plans to attend any meetings particularly if items they were interested were on the agenda.
Sadly, Supervisor Virginia Stern did not support this resolution and Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer not only voted against it but literally “ripped it up” when it was handed to her on November 3. It is one thing to vote against something, but quite another to “rip it up” in front of the entire town board and the public. Was she trying to make a statement? Is this what you expect from your elected officials?
Common Sense….Here we go again…
October 14, 2010 Town Board Minutes item #11. HIRE ATTORNEY FOR POSSIBLE LITIGATION: A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Mark D’Agostino, to accept Attorney Bogle’s recommendation to hire attorney Kyle Barnett from the firm VandeWater and VandeWater……for a matter of possible litigation.

November 10, 2010 Town Board video-Said Supervisor Virginia Stern “I see no harm in releasing….. a copy of the (attorney) opinion”. Independent counsel Kyle Barnett on releasing his opinion, “….the opinion should remain confidential”. None the less Virginia Stern and Johanna Shaffer voted to release the attorney’s confidential and privileged opinion.
This is the third time Virginia Stern put forth a request that could have subjected the town to litigation. 

First Time-Do you remember her Campaign Finance Resolution? Councilwoman Stern proposed resolution #7, 2009 (2009 Town Board minutes). The resolution was unanimously defeated by the town board; even Councilwoman Shafer found the resolution so flawed as to vote against it. The town’s attorney stated the resolution could “open the town up to litigation”. 
Second Time-At the February 11, 2010 Board meeting, Supervisor Stern made a motion seconded by Councilwoman Shafer to establish a committee to work on the town’s “comprehensive” plan. The motion was made independently without input, knowledge or opinion from the town’s attorney. Later it was determined by the town attorney, “it could subject the town to the stringent requirements of municipal law section 272-(a)” and possible litigation.
Whatever your feelings on any issue, one of the primary duties of every elected member to the town board is to protect the town and its citizens from litigation. 

At a special meeting in February 2010, Ms. Stern moved to hire a law firm to be paid $10,000 from your tax dollars. It was later found out that a partner in this law firm made a substantial contribution to her campaign for supervisor. This is Washington style politics at its worst. Ms. Stern again brought up this same town attorney be hired in October 2010. View the October town board video (this issue comes up at the end of the meeting) to make up your own mind! 
