


          TOWN OF STANFORD REPUBLICAN PARTY

Po Box 116

Stanfordville, New York 12581

www.stanfordgop.com
Dear Stanford Resident:

Enclosed is a summary of recent Stanford Town Board issues which we hope you will find interesting and informative.

Your Stanford Town Councilmen, Mark D’Agostino, Tom Dewhirst and Chris Flynn thank you for your support and input. We intend to be accountable, use common sense and continue to be fiscally conservative with your money to keep your taxes low and oppose spending that will not benefit the town. By going to www.stanfordgop.com, you can catch up on Town issues, link directly to the Towns website and “contact the councilmen” anytime. All minute’s and video’s referred below can be viewed on the Towns website www.townofstanford.org. We encourage you to check out the facts!
Show me the Money!!!

Town Councilmen D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn continue to propose ideas, programs and services that actually reduce spending and maintain services to you. Here are some recent examples:
1. Councilmen Dewhirst and Flynn (October 2010) completed a project that will save the   town (and your tax dollars) $11,000 annually in communications charges for our highway department. 
2. Councilman D’Agostino (January 2011) proposed a plan that will result in annual savings of $3,224 in utility costs for both the Town Hall and Highway Garage. Although Supervisor Stern proposed the same program in December 2010, Supervisor Stern’s program would have cost the town $1,872 to implement and taken two years to recover the costs and break even. Upon further investigation by Councilman D’Agostino, it was determined Supervisor Stern had proposed the wrong program. See the January 2011 town board video for confirmation.

3. Councilmen D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn (October, November 2010 and January 2011) worked on a project that would collect used motor oil at no cost to the town’s residents. The oil would be disposed of free (no cost to the residents or the town) and could also be used to heat the current highway garage, saving over $5,000 annually. 

4. Councilmen D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn (January 2011) noted repetitive charges to repair and maintain the town’s computers that were approved by Supervisor Stern and Councilwoman Shaffer. This indicates a policy and procedure must be implemented to prevent this wasteful spending from recurring. As an example, your tax dollars paid over $1,400 to repair one specific computer. The Councilmen noted the town could have bought one or two new computers for this price.
Fiscal Responsibility?? 
“The 2011 budget was at a 7.69% tax increase”...“Under Adult Recreation, several trips to luncheon theaters could be deleted, under Recreation, raise the costs to the parents for bus trips for fun land and water parks”.....Town Supervisor Virginia Stern ( Town Board memo October 22, 2010). 
At the final budget meeting (Special Meeting minutes November 3), a budget calling for a 6% tax increase and cuts to the Forever Young Club were proposed by Supervisor Stern and Councilwoman Shaffer. Councilmen D’Agostino, Flynn and Dewhirst countered with a proposed 0% tax increase and reinstating funding to the Forever Young Club. This proposal was rejected by Supervisor Stern and Councilwoman Shaffer. In the end, it was clear the Councilmen would pass by majority, a 0% tax increase and reinstated funding to the Forever Young Club. By the time of the formal budget vote November 10, Supervisor Stern and Councilwoman Shaffer realized that a 0% tax increase, proposed and approved November 3 by Councilmen Flynn, D'Agostino and Dewhirst, was going to pass. They then changed their position so the formal budget vote passed unanimously. Unfortunately, none of the budget meetings, their date and time, were ever posted to the public. So you probably weren’t there to witness what actually happened.
The good news is that the taxpayers of Stanford will not see a town property tax increase for 2011.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        You recently received your Town of Stanford property tax bill..….check it out!!
Community Responsibility
According to the minutes of a special meeting held February 21, 2010: “Mention was also made that no Town Board member had received any benefit from any law firms or partners of same that had applied to be retained”. 

However, at that same meeting in February 2010, Supervisor Stern moved to hire a partner in a law firm to be paid $10,000 from your tax dollars. It was later found out that a partner in this law firm made a substantial contribution to her campaign for supervisor. Supervisor Stern again brought up this same attorney be hired in October 2010. We hope that at some point, Supervisor Stern can explain this to us. 
 At the November 10 Town Board meeting, a resolution to provide the community with the town board’s agenda and items that will be discussed and voted on was submitted by Councilman D’Agostino. It was recommended the agenda be posted at the town hall and on the town's website 5 days in advance. This would allow the community an opportunity to see what will be discussed and voted on and would give the  community an opportunity to attend any meetings they were interested in. Foe some reason, Supervisor Stern did not support this resolution. More surprising, Councilwoman Shaffer not only voted against it but literally “ripped it up” when it was handed to her on November 3. It is one thing to vote against something but quite another to “rip it up” in front of the entire town board and the public. We hope that at some point, Councilwoman Shaffer can explain this to us. 

 
Legal Responsibility

First Time-Remember Campaign Finance? Then Councilwoman Stern proposed resolution #7 2009.  The resolution was unanimously defeated by the town board, even councilwoman Shafer found the resolution so flawed and voted against it. The town attorney stated it could “open the town up to litigation”. 

Second Time-At the February 11, 2010 Board meeting-Supervisor Stern made a motion seconded by Councilwoman Shafer to establish a committee to work on the town’s “comprehensive” plan. The motion was made independently without input, knowledge or opinion from the town’s attorney. Later it was determined by the town attorney, “it could subject the town to …….. possible litigation”.
Third Time-October 14, 2010 Board meeting-Hiring an attorney to deal with possible litigation. A motion was made by Supervisor Stern, seconded by Councilman D’Agostino, to accept Attorney Bogle’s recommendation to hire attorney Kyle Barnett from the firm VandeWater and VandeWater.
November 10, 2010 (Town Board video)-Said Supervisor Stern “I see no harm in releasing….. a copy of his (Kyle Barnett, attorney) opinion”… Said attorney Barnett “….the opinion should remain confidential”. This is the third time Supervisor Stern recommended something not legally sound and against the advice of an attorney. We hope that at some point, Supervisor Stern can explain this to us. 

Sadly, the town is now a defendant in a lawsuit. Sadly, the town has paid $8,500.00 (of your tax dollars) to date to an independent attorney and the bills are still coming in. 
We need Fiscal, Community and Legal Responsibility from our elected officials. Let’s listen to others and work together for the good of our town! 
