Did you hear what happened at your May Town Board meeting?
Privilege of the Floor-(allowing the public to speak during town board meetings) Vote to continue the privilege of the floor  Supervisor Stern-No, Councilwoman Shaffer-No, Councilman D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn-Yes

Supervisor Stern suggested she contain the amount of time for the privilege of the floor as well as contain the amount of time allowed for individual comments. Unfortunately, it was noted Supervisor Stern’s suggestion will inevitably result in some residents being unable to comment (due to the overall time constraints allowed for the privilege) as well as limiting each individual’s comments (due to the time constraints allowed for each individual).Under the current procedure, the supervisor “selects” those that comment to the town board each meeting which further increases the possibility that only selected individuals could speak.. 
Highway Garage—Supervisor Stern continues to advocate borrowing money to finance the costs of the new garage. However has never outlined what the costs of borrowing would be, the costs of bond counsel, the interest rate or any particulars associated with borrowing to pay for the costs of the garage. Councilman D’Agostino noted that financing the costs as suggested by Supervisor Stern would (not could, but would) result in a substantial tax increase to the taxpayers. On numerous occasions over the last couple years, Supervisor Stern said the new garage would save money. How does a substantial tax increase to every taxpayer result in saving money? In addition two types of borrowing were discussed by Supervisor Stern, a short term (5 years) bond anticipation note which would then be refinanced over 20-25 years, this will result in the costs of borrowing as advocated by Supervisor Stern,  be passed on to the taxpayers over the next 25-30 years.
Yet another unbudgeted, unapproved expenditure-In reviewing the bills, it was noted that a bill from a professional service organization was submitted for a presentation they gave at the April, 2011 workshop. Upon inquiry, it was determined that this service was not authorized by the town board, was not budgeted and was the third such presentation given. When asked why the town has yet another unauthorized, unbudgeted expense Virginia Stern stated “stop harassing me”.  Is this fiscal responsibility and accountability?  
Councilman D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn


