YOU NEED TO KNOW!!!

              Selected information from Minutes and/or videos of the Town Board 

In April, 2010 the Town Board agreed that $1,000.00 for a new computer and printer for the supervisor’s (Virginia Stern) office was sufficient.
May 26, 2010 Supervisors new Computer request-Motion made by Supervisor Stern and seconded by Councilwoman Johanna Shafer to approve the purchase of a new computer ($1,200.00) and printer ($400.00) for the Supervisor’s (Virginia Stern) office. Councilman Dewhirst stated …Dell computers were advertised for $500 with a $199 printer….. This motion did not pass…..and that in April the Town Board thought $1,000.00 was sufficient.
June 10, 2010 Supervisors new Computer request- Supervisor Stern again proposed and Councilwoman Shafer motioned again to spend $1,650.10 for a printer and a personal computer for the supervisor (Virginia Stern) which included a new keyboard, new mouse, speakers and a 22 inch wide monitor. A motion was made by Virginia Stern, seconded by Johanna Shafer, to approve the purchase of a new computer and printer for the Supervisor’s office.  In May, Councilman Dewhirst had said Dell computers were advertised for $500, with a $199 printer and $1,000, as originally asked for by the supervisor, would be more than enough for a new computer and printer. Councilman D’Agostino recommended that the board consider antivirus software for all the towns computers especially since we have personal information in the assessors office, town court room and clerks office. Supervisor Stern said “right now my computer is the topic and we can’t extend the discussion….”
In July, 2010 the taxpayers were billed an additional $522.50 for installation of software and configuration of the Supervisor’s (Virginia Stern) new computer and workstation. Not only was this expense not authorized by the Town Board, it also raised the cost of the  Supervisor’s (Virginia Stern) new computer and printer (paid by the taxpayers) to $2,173.60. 
May 13, 2010 Greenway Compact-Discussion centered on the process and that it is the first time the board had seen any information on the greenway compact, wanted more time to review the information and was concerned in wording a local law. The Greenway Compact themselves suggested the Town’s committee’s have time to review the information and formulate their own opinions. The board was also concerned with the impact it would have on the town’s master plan and the Town must proceed cautiously whenever a proposal will give a state agency some control of our local planning process which could limit Home Rule. 
July 2010-$1,750,000.00 for a new highway garage; Supervisor Stern asks the Town Board to approve three legal documents they received that day, several board members expressed reservation to do so because they had no time to review it and formulate questions. Councilman Chris Flynn recommended a public hearing to provide information to the taxpayers and allow them to ask questions, Councilman Mark D’Agostino further indicated a letter be provided to the taxpayers about the new garage, its costs, its funding and its impact to the taxpayers, the costs of which are almost the size of the entire town budget. Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer did not vote for the public hearing saying “I think this meeting is unnecessary” earlier in the meeting Ms. Shaffer, commenting on a public hearing said “if they don’t come they are not interested”. Councilman D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn voted yes to the letter of information to the taxpayers. Councilwoman Shaffer voted no to the letter to provide the taxpayers with appropriate information.
Councilman D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn


