Did you hear what happened at your Town Board meeting?
On February 16, 2011- Supervisor Stern met with the United Public Service Employees Union and signed a memorandum of understanding in which she agreed to recommend to the Town Board, salary and benefit increases, additional compensation and vacation time for the approximately 7 highway employees who are covered under a collective bargaining agreement. Chris Flynn (the only other member of the negotiating committee) was not present because the date he was given for the meeting by Supervisor Stern was incorrect, although he was able to attend by conference call. At the March 18, 2011 special meeting (see video www.townofstanford.org), the issue of balancing the financial needs of our highway employees and the costs to the taxpayers was discussed. One of the primary issues raised was why Supervisor Stern, Chief Fiscal Officer of our town, proposed ratifying a contract without calculating its costs, impact on the taxpayers or impact on the highway department itself? It was determined that what Supervisor Stern agreed to recommend for approval (for those in the collective bargaining unit) would cost every Stanford taxpayer a 2% increase in their taxes and the additional time off would affect the highway department and their ability to complete the work required for the town. When the vote came, Supervisor Stern did not vote for her own proposal, indicating her unwillingness to vote for her own proposal was based on “economic conditions”. Economic conditions which were brought to her attention by Councilmen D’Agostino and Dewhirst included the costs of the proposal, the increase in taxes to the taxpayers, the impact on the highway department and the economic conditions of the county, New York State and the country.
Councilmen D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn, requested that the costs to the taxpayers, the impact to the highway department and the contract arrangements be considered and discussed collectively by the entire town board before Supervisor Stern signs any further proposals to recommend. 
Propaganda?-That is what Councilwoman Schaffer called the Republican’s newsletters and opposing viewpoints. “It’s nothing but propaganda” she said, over and over. At the March 7 workshop, when it was noted that the newsletters written by Councilmen D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn kept “disappearing” from Town Hall and from around town, Councilwoman Shaffer, said “It’s nothing but propaganda”.   It was also mentioned the Councilmen’s recent January, 2011 newsletter was taken off the Town Hall’s Community Board and in its exact place appeared a newsletter from Councilwoman Shaffer. No one indicated they removed any of the Councilmen’s newsletters and Councilwoman Shaffer could not explain how her newsletter was put in the exact location of the Councilmen’s newsletter which was posted there first and later, disappeared. Supervisor Stern interjected, stating the issue of removing (personal) property without permission from the community board is not a town matter.  In the interest of moving forward, Councilman D’Agostino asked that the newsletters not be removed without permission and each party be given the same consideration as it is a matter of differing viewpoints that the public should be aware of.
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