YOU NEED TO KNOW!!!

Selected information from Minutes and/or videos of the Town Board

Fiscal Responsibility:

True to his word, Councilman Chris Flynn, in his first meeting after being elected back onto the town board spearheaded the effort for a 0% property tax increase for 2011. At the final budget meeting of the Town Board (Special Meeting minutes November 3), in which an almost 6% tax increase and cuts to the Forever Young Club programs were proposed by Supervisor Virginia Stern and Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer, Councilman Chris Flynn’s proposal for changes and a 0% tax increase passed by a 3-2 vote with Councilmen Chris Flynn, Mark D’Agostino and Tom Dewhirst in favor. As a result, the taxpayers of Stanford will not see a town property tax increase for 2011. Sadly, Supervisor Virginia Stern and Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer voted against a 0% tax increase at that final budget meeting, instead opting for an almost 6% tax increase to our residents. 
Councilman Tom Dewhirst also spearheaded the effort (Special Meeting minutes November 3), to put back into the budget several events and programs for the Forever Young Club that was previously taken out. This small amount represented a “quality of life” issue for our seniors and felt it was important that in their senior years and considering all they have done over a lifetime for our community, they be afforded every opportunity to enjoy various events with their friends, family and neighbors. Councilman Dewhirst’s proposal to restore all funding to the Forever Young Club passed by a 3-2 vote with Councilmen Chris Flynn, Mark D’Agostino and Tom Dewhirst voting in favor of restoring funding to the Forever Young Club programs. Sadly, Supervisor Virginia Stern and Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer voted no at the final budget meeting to reinstate funding to the Forever Young Club. 
Accountability:
At the November 10 Town Board meeting, a resolution to provide the community with the town boards agenda and items that will be discussed and voted on was submitted by Councilman Mark D’Agostino. The agenda was to be posted at town hall and on the towns website 5 days in advance to allow the public an opportunity to see what their town board will be discussing and voting on. Providing this vitally important information to the community in advance would allow time to make plans to attend any meetings particularly if items they were interested were on the agenda. Sadly, Supervisor Virginia Stern did not support this resolution and Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer not only voted against it but literally “ripped it up” when it was handed to her on November 3. It is one thing to vote against something, but quite another to “rip it up” in front of the entire town board and the public. Was she trying to make a statement? Is this what you expect from your elected officials? 
Councilman D’Agostino, Dewhirst and Flynn


