The recent Poughkeepsie Journal “Valley View” submission by Supervisor Stern blamed (again) the Republican Town Board Members but failed to accurately present the facts. The Town of Stanford is already in the Greenway but Supervisor Stern wants to increase the Town’s involvement through the new “Connections” proposal. Here are the facts:

At the July, 2010  public hearing the Greenway Compact representative admitted that in certain cases the town could lose local control if “connections” is adopted. Even Supervisor Stern agreed if the town were to apply for money (if any existed given the state’s fiscal problems) the Town would have to comply with the “connections” land use requirements.  In August, 2010, Supervisor Virginia Stern proposed a local law stating “The Town of Stanford hereby adopts the statement of land use policies, principles and guides entitled “Greenway Connections” and further “to the extent the town amends its current, or enacts new, land use laws and regulations, such new or amended laws and regulations …should be designed to be consistent with Greenway Connections.  “The town of Stanford has adopted Greenway Connections  ...as a statement of land use policies, principles and guides…”  Does this sound like home rule (freedom of choice) to you? As such, the Town Board majority voted against this proposed local law and sought careful deliberative discussion and investigation.  
The first mention of the “connections” came at the May, 2010 Town Board meeting when Supervisor Stern proposed Stanford join the Greenway “connections”.  It was the first time the Town Board saw any information and wanted more time for a proper review. Though the Greenway act was created almost 20 years ago, Ms. Stern failed to mention that none of the neighboring towns in Columbia, Putnam, Orange or Ulster counties joined the Compact for various reasons. Only two counties have town membership, Dutchess and Westchester and neither has 100% participation. Every town supervisor I contacted urged Stanford to take its time, review all the information and be comfortable in their decision. All said it took their towns many months and in some cases over a year to make a decision. Supervisor Stern pushed for a vote in August, 2010. By the way, The Greenway Compact representative also said we should take our time and that we could join at any time. 
Ms. Stern also failed to mention that the Republican Board members made available printed information to the Stanford taxpayers presenting the pros and cons of the Connections. This information was discarded by Ms. Stern. When questioned why the information was not made available, Ms.  Stern said in August, 2010 “I never saw the information” realizing her error, then said, “I didn’t feel any need to pass out the articles.” Is this transparency and open government?  Our position is “If you want people to make an informed decision give them information”!

Ms. Stern also neglected to mention that Councilman Flynn, Dewhirst and I suggested the town take advantage of the technical assistance that is already available to us as a Greenway member. She also neglected to mention 5 out of the 6 Stanford town committees did not endorse joining (only 1 endorsed joining by a 4-3 vote) and several committees asked for more time to review the program. Ms. Stern also neglected to mention that the bi partisan Stanford “Master Plan” committee, which is empowered to work on a plan for the town’s future growth and development, did not endorse joining the compact at this time.
Our community should determine the town’s direction, not Albany; we don’t want the tail wagging the dog.  We should never accept a plan based on Ms. Stern’s argument that “everyone else is doing it”. As my mother used to say “If everyone jumped off the Mid Hudson Bridge, would you?               
Stanford Town Councilman Mark D’Agostino
