To: The residents of the Town of Stanford

From: CHRIS FLYNN, Stanford Town Councilman
I am writing in response to Supervisor Sterns October 2010 newsletter article “How is the Stanford Town Board working”. The answer-The Town is operating as the town should, we are open for business and providing all services to the community; to suggest town business is being “stifled” is simply not true, I ask Ms. Stern to give one example of town business be stalled? Ask anyone who works at town hall if town business is being “stifled” by anyone.
When I was appointed to the Town Council position by Ms. Stern and Ms. Shaffer, they both had a lot of nice things to say about me and I appreciate their words of kindness. 
Sadly, I am now being attacked personally by them for not voting for many of their ideas. The fact is, I do not believe some of their proposed spending increases and local laws will help the citizens of Stanford, and in good conscience I have voted against those proposals. For this, I am being attacked personally.

Ms. Stern has said herself, “Charlie Hanlon will support my agenda”. The Democratic committee has said “Support Virginia Stern by voting for Charlie Hanlon”. This election should be about the qualifications, experience and principles of the candidates.  Virginia Stern has made it about herself and who will best support her agenda.
Like you, I am tired of the Washington style partisan politics and name calling. The fact is, it never existed at this level until Ms. Sterns involvement, first as councilwoman and now as supervisor. Ask yourself, is the town more or less divided since Virginia Stern was elected supervisor. I and my colleagues have endured personal attack after personal attack from Virginia, Johanna and their supporters. You can see this clearly if you watch any of the town board video’s. We need leadership not partisanship.
In response to Virginia’s newsletter, I am providing you with reference information, not rhetoric or opinions. All minute’s referred below can be viewed on the Towns website or by obtaining the video of the meetings from the Town Library. It is important you hear my side of the story so you can form your own opinion on November 2, Election Day.
Honesty and Directness:

At a special meeting in February 2010, Ms. Stern moved to hire a town attorney to be paid $10,000 from your tax dollars. It was later found out that a partner in this law firm made a substantial contribution to her campaign for supervisor. This clearly borders on unethical if not criminal behavior. This is Washington style politics at its worst. Ms. Stern again brought up this same town attorney be hired in October 2010. I urge you to view the October town board video (this issue comes up at the end of the meeting) to make up your own mind. Since Ms. Stern in her newsletter, brought up the issue of honesty and directness, why hasn’t she informed the town board or the community that she moved to appoint several other contractors who are friends of hers or who have done work for her personally? One happens to be the same individual who sold the town her computer and printer for what now amounts to almost $2,200.00. The fact is, the specifications and what she wanted in a computer were determined by Ms. Stern alone. You can write letters, email and view websites on a $500-$600 computer. You don’t need a Cadillac to drive around town; a Chevy will get you there just as quickly. If it is the town’s computer and printer why is it locked in her office for no one else to use?  And why hasn’t anyone else working for the town received a new computer and printer, why just Virginia Stern? Is this the honesty and directness Ms. Stern refers to in her newsletter? Is this the open and transparent government she promised?  

The vacant Town Board position:

Ms. Stern said there were a “dozen names” who submitted letters of interest for the open town board position. This is simply not true: there were five names. Two of the five had just lost the recent election, voting either to the vacant town board position would have defied the will of the people who just voted to elect their new town councilmen Mark D’Agostino and Tom Dewhirst. Of the remaining three, all with certain qualifications and experience, only one had the experience in town government and was uniquely qualified, he was the Republicans choice.... former Democratic Supervisor Joseph Norton, the only supervisor in recent memory who actually cut taxes and spending two years in a row. On three different occasions, Virginia Stern and Johanna Shafer voted no to his appointment. Sadly, Ms. Stern does not mention this in her newsletter…partisanship? Honesty? Is this the open and transparent government she promised? Unfortunately, Ms. Stern was responsible for the videotaped January meeting and has said the January video is “not available”. But, you can read the January 2010 minutes or view the February 2010 video/minutes, to confirm what I am saying.  
In February, Virginia Stern asked me to submit my name for consideration which I was happy to do and was unanimously appointed to the open board position.
Partisanship and Obstruction:

If you voted against a personal secretary for the supervisor (January 2010) or any unnecessary spending, you are called partisan and an obstructionist. If you voted against guidelines that could open the town up to litigation (February/March 2010) you are called partisan and an obstructionist. If you voted against government control over land use (August 2010), if you voted against a local law to penalize taxpayers for certain storage structures or large dirt piles or debris piles (September 2010) or do not feel a noise or light ordinance is needed in our small town you are called partisan and an obstructionist. It seems if you disagree in any way with Ms. Stern you are called partisan and an obstructionist.
Most glaringly wrong and upsetting to me is Ms. Sterns claim, in her October 2010 newsletter, that I have simply voted along party lines. This is blatantly not true. One specific example is that I voted in favor for her computer, again she fails to provide the facts to you the reader.

In the few short months I have been on the Town Board, here are a few things I have done in a bi-partisan way for the Town and residents of Stanford:

1. Letter of Information to the community (New Highway Garage) August 2010 Did you know Virginia Stern and Johanna Shaffer were not in favor of the idea of having a public meeting or sending a letter of information on the new highway garage to the community? In fact, Johanna Shaffer did not vote in favor of either the public hearing or the letter of information to the community and Virginia Stern felt Councilman D’Agostino should pay for a portion of the mailing (which he did). Nonetheless, since time was of the essence and approximately 3,000 letters needed to be assembled, the Republicans asked for bi-partisan help to put the 3,000+ letters together to be mailed to the community given that the public hearing was only one week away, a bi-partisan group of citizens rallied to the cause for the town. Sadly, Virginia Stern and Johanna Shaffer were not among them.
2. Information on the Greenway Did you know the Republican Board members made available printed information to all the Stanford taxpayers presenting the pros and cons of joining the Greenway “Connections”? You never received it because this information was discarded by Ms. Stern. When questioned why the information was not made available, Ms.  Stern said in August, 2010 “I never saw the information” realizing she “misspoke”, then said, “I didn’t feel any need to pass out the articles.” Is this transparency and open government? My position is “If you want people to make an informed decision give them information”!
3. Town Website Did you know the Republicans offered assistance and help with the administration and content information of the towns website? At the June 2010 workshop and town board meeting there was unanimous agreement that Councilman D’Agostino would help with the website, only to be told in the parking lot after the meeting his help was not wanted. At the September 2010 workshop and town board meeting there was again unanimous agreement that Councilman D’Agostino agreed to work in a bi partisan manner to help with the website. Again, he was told his help was not wanted by Virginia Stern and Johanna Shafer. Is this putting the people ahead of partisanship? Is this transparency and open government we were promised?
4. Councilman Dewhirst and I just completed a project saving the town almost $11,000 annually in communications charges (October 2010). As a manager of budgets in my professional life, this is the kind of ideas that I can bring to the town. What spending DECREASES have been proposed by Supervisor Stern or Johanna Shaffer in the three years they have been on the board?
5. Negotiating experience-I have been asked by Ms. Stern to help her negotiate a new union contract for the town. As a manager and supervisor, this is the kind of help that I can bring to the town.
On the other side, Ms. Stern has frequently acted unilaterally, excluding the Republican town board members at every turn from the decision making process? Ms. Stern has been told on more than one occasion by attorney’s from the association of towns (organization that provides oversight and information to towns) that the board must decide all matters of town business collectively, consistent with municipal law. Sadly, she has continued to exclude us. Several examples include “unilaterally meeting with a labor negotiator who was not authorized by the town board” regarding our union negotiations (February 2010) and spending taxpayer dollars on this meeting. In March 2010 she unilaterally dissolved the previous master plan committee without town board knowledge or input. Unfortunately, there is not room for the many additional examples. In May 2010 after another such attempt she finally admitted (almost) that she should have received approval from the town board.
I will always vote my conscience concerning basic principles and ideas. I stand for tax and budget cuts, reduced spending, and no more onerous local governmental regulations. The choice is between a candidate that could simply rubber stamp Virginia Stern’s agenda (her words) or a candidate that will vote their conscience for the benefit of the taxpayers and citizens of Stanford.
Thank you
CHRIS FLYNN
Stanford Town Councilman 
