To: The residents of the Town of Stanford

From: CHRIS FLYNN, Stanford Town Councilman
I am writing in response to a letter recently mailed to the citizens of Stanford by a member of Supervisor Virginia Sterns administration. Sadly, I am still being attacked personally. As you may recall, prior to the November 2010 election, Supervisor Stern and her administration attacked me for not supporting many of her ideas and proposals. This has continued since my being elected as your Town Councilman. This divisive, partisan politics is not what the citizens of Stanford want, it is what we are all sick of.
What is particularly strange in this most recent attack is the fact I am being criticized for my voting record on the town garage, a voting record that is exactly the same as Supervisor Sterns and Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer. In addition, the attack not only contains lies and fabrications but once again, like previous letters from Supervisor Stern, consist of opinions only, there are no references to actual minutes or videotaped board meetings where the facts are documented.

This salacious attack by a member of Supervisor Sterns administration, states “Chris Flynn voted to accept his employer’s bid (he should have recused  himself)”. Did you know the town board voted unanimously to accept the contractor? If I voted no or recused, the contractor still would have been awarded the contract. Further, I spoke with our town attorney before voting who said this is not a matter for recusal, I am not working on the project nor will I receive any direct or indirect benefit from it. In fact, I believe I can cut the costs of the garage and save you the taxpayer a lot of money. I said at the June 9, 2011 videotaped town board meeting “We can get it (all costs associated with the garage) down below $2,000,000”. Finally, did you know municipal law requires the Town MUST accept the lowest bid unless there are extenuating circumstances such as financial viability or poor workmanship. The contractor was vetted by the town’s hired  architect/engineer who found no issues and recommended the town board accept this contractor’s bid. Again, according to municipal law, the town was required to hire the contractor or the town could have been sued for not following the law. FYI-Supervisor Stern and Councilwoman Shaffer both voted yes to hire the contractor (minutes of May 20, 2011).
The attack goes on… “Mr. Flynn also initiated the vote to pay for the garage out of on hand or surplus funds so that the public would have no say in the approval, funding and cost of this project”. The recorded facts say differently….minutes of January 13, 2011 motion was made by Virginia Stern, to approve the project going out to bid. Further, minutes of May 20, 2011 Supervisor Stern opened this special meeting by reading the recommendations given to the town board from…the engineer from Morris Assoc., who is in charge of this project. Resolution#7, 2011 “Whereas the town board received recommendations from Morris Associates regarding the award of the bid on a motion by Virginia Stern the town board award the general construction contract to Palumbo group (low bidder). FYI-Supervisor Stern and Councilwoman Shaffer again both voted yes to hire the contractor (minutes of May 20, 2011).
In regards to paying for and/or financing of the project, the Independent Accounting firm Rae D’Achille and Associates indicated in three different presentations to the town board and at the public hearing (August 2010) that the town would incur financing, interest, costs of borrowing, bond counsel and other fees associated with borrowing money…..The Independent Auditor said “The impact on property taxes must be considered over the length of the borrowing (20-25 years)”. I have said we have the money, why borrow and increase taxes to pay for it? Supervisor Stern and Councilwoman Johanna Shaffer, after months of advocating we borrow money, finally agreed with me, Councilman D’Agostino and Dewhirst and voted yes to pay for it out of the un-appropriated Town Fund Balance (minutes May 20, 2011). 
The attack continues…“Mr. Flynn was appointed by the town board as a member of a committee that approves the work by the contractor…” The facts say differently…the architect/engineering firm, Morris Associates as part of their contract is responsible to approve all the work of the contractor (see the contract on file at town hall).  I also wanted the entire garage committee to stay involved with the project, the Minutes of May 20, 2011 state “Councilman Flynn requested the committee remain involved in the construction phase of the project”. Finally, did you know Virginia Stern proposed herself and had the previous town board vote her admission onto the garage committee and she continued on the committee for several years? Why wasn’t it a problem when Virginia Stern (who received a large campaign contribution from the contractor who was awarded the bid) was on the garage committee? Shouldn’t she have recused herself since she received a large campaign contribution?
Now all of a sudden, a few months before the November elections Mel Eiger, a member of Supervisor Sterns administration now says “This whole process has bothered me from the beginning”. Where were you from the beginning? Where were you 4 years ago when Virginia Stern proposed to move forward with the new garage and received a large campaign contribution from the contractor? Where were you when Virginia Stern wanted to be on the garage committee? Where were you 3 years ago when the plans, drawings and specifications were coming to conclusion? Where were you 2 years ago when the estimated cost was $1,750,000 just for the garage construction alone? And where were you at last year’s public hearing in August 2010 discussing the options, constructions costs, financing and all the other pertinent issues of the garage? Why haven’t you ever expressed your concerns before, at ANY Town Board meeting, or writen a letter before? Why does it “bother you” only now a few months from the November 2011 elections? ……….Politics? Partisanship? Divisive? Only in Stanford and only under Supervisor Sterns administration……..….Aren’t you tired of this? 
